Name of Chapter:
Malaysian Society of Neurosciences

Affiliate:

Epilepsy Council of Malaysia

The 2007-2008 Epilepsy Council Malaysia consists of:
 

President:
Prof. Raymond Ali Azman
 

Secretary:

Dato' Raihanah Abd. Khalid
Dr. Wong Sau Wei
 

Treasurer:
Dr. Azmi Abdul Rashid
 

Members:
1. Prof. Tan Chong Tin
2. Dr. Lim Kheng Seng
3. Dr. Tan Hui Jan
4. Dr. Ramesh Sahathevan 
5. Dr. Hussain Imam Muhammad Ismail
6. Dr. Wong Sau Wei
7. Dr. Sapiah Sapuan
8. Dr. Suganthi Chinnasami
9. Dr. Shanti Viswanathan
10. Dr. Shuguna Mariappan
11. Dr. Marina Ismail
13. Dr. Lee Siew Peng
14. Prof. Zabidi Azhar Hussin
A total of 4 meetings were held:

1) 15 Jan 2008

2) 4 Mar 2008

3) 28 Jun 2008

4) 4 Nov 2008

Annual AGM were held on 28 Jun 2008 to select the new office bearers for 2009-2010.

The 2009-2010 Epilepsy Council Malaysia consists of:

President:
Prof. Raymond Ali Azman
 

Secretary:

Dato' Raihanah Abd. Khalid
Dr. Wong Sau Wei
 

Treasurer:
Dr. Azmi Abdul Rashid
 

Members:
1. Prof. Tan Chong Tin
2. Dr. Lim Kheng Seng
3. Dr. Tan Hui Jan
4. Dr. Ramesh Sahathevan 
5. Dr. Hussain Imam Muhammad Ismail
6. Dr. Wong Sau Wei
7. Dr. Sapiah Sapuan
8. Dr. Suganthi Chinnasami
9. Dr. Shanti Viswanathan
10. Dr. Shuguna Mariappan
11. Dr. Marina Ismail
12. Dr. Vigneswari Ganesan
13. Dr. Lee Siew Peng
14. Prof. Zabidi Azhar Hussin
Annual Report for Year 2008

Rules and Regulation of Epilepsy Council

1. Name

1.1 Epilepsy Council of Malaysia

2. Objectives

2.1 To promote education, training of health professionals in the care of epilepsy patients

2.2 To promote research in epilepsy

2.3 To continue to improve care in epilepsy management

3. Activities

3.1 Publishing guidelines and recommendations on epilepsy

3.2 Organising professional meetings and conference on epilepsy

3.3 Constructing curriculum for postgraduate training in epileptology

3.4 Accrediting epilepsy centres for postgraduate training in epileptology

3.5 Recognising or certifying specialists in epileptology

3.6 Advising the Government on epilepsy and epilepsy-related issues

3.7 Initiating and coordinating research related to epilepsy to collaborate with MES and other organizations on related epilepsy issues

4. Membership

4.1 Members of the Council must be a member of MSN

5. Office bearers

5.1 The members shall elect among themselves a Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer and other office bearers as necessary to administer the affairs of the council. The term of office of the office bearers shall be two years. The Chairman shall make an annual report to the Council of MSN

6. Changes to the Rules and Regulations

6.1 Any changes to the rules and regulations of the Epilepsy Council shall be approved at the AGM of the MSN

7. Meeting

7.1 The council shall meet at least four times a year. The quorum shall be half of the Committee Members of 5 council members whichever is lesser

Summary of activities
1. Epilepsy Awareness Campaign

School Epilepsy Awareness campaign was kicked start on 28 June 2008 with a group of school councilors from Melaka. The campaign was held at Reinassance Hotel in Melaka. Attendance was about 50 pax.

The second installment of the campaign is planned in Penang in Aug 2009. This second campaign has been approved by the Ministry of Education.

A radio talk show was aired on LiteFM on 4 Nov 2008 by Prof. Raymond to increase the awareness of epilepsy as a disease. The show was very well received, evidence by a substantial number of callers.

A series of media articles on epilepsy were published, in conjunction with World Epilepsy Day 2008, celebrated in Jun 2008 in Malaysia.

1. "Memahami penyakit epilepsi" in Mingguan Malaysia, 8 Jun 2008 by Dr. Hussain Imam

2. "Rawatan efektif epilepsy" in Mingguan Malaysia, 15 Jun 2008 by Prof. Raymond

3. "Understanding epilepsy" in Fit for Life, Star newspaper, 22 Jun 2008 by Dr. Hussain Imam

4. "Treating it" in Fit for Life, Star newspaper, 22 Jun 2008 by Prof. Raymond

5. "Personal with epilepsy" in Fit for Life, Star newspaper, 22 Jun 2008 by Persatuan Epilepsi Malaysia

6. "Fahami epilepsy" in Mingguan Malaysia, 22 Jun 2008 by Prof. Raymond

7. "Hidup dengan epilepsy" in Mingguan Malaysia, 22 Jun 2008 by Persatuan Epilepsi Malaysia

8. "What is epilepsy" and "Epilepsy is not frightening' in China Press, 25 Jun 2008 by Dr. Hussain Imam and Prof. Raymond

9. "Epilepsy revealed" in Health Today, Dec 2008 issue by Dr. Hussain Imam
10. "Epilepsy revealed" in Health Magazine, Jan 2009 issue by Dr. Hussain Imam and Prof. Raymond

11. "Epilepsy revealed" and "Treating epilepsy" in Only Health, Jan 2009 issue by Dr. Hussain Imam and Prof. Raymond
2. Educational activities

A series of workshop and lectures were conducted by ECM members to other healthcare professionals throughout 2008.
1. Hospital Temerloh on 10 May by Prof. Raymond and Dr. Lim Kheng Seang
2. Hospital Batu Pahat on 28 May by Prof. Raymond

3. Hospital Kuala Terengganu on 1 Jul by Prof. Raymond, Dato' Raihanah and Dr. Wong Sau Wei

4. Hospital Kangar on 14 Jul by Prof. Raymond

5. Hospital Sibu on 26 Jul by Prof. Raymond

6. Hospital Sri Manjung on 18 Aug by Prof. Tan Hui Jan

7. Hospital Kuantan in Aug by Prof. Raymond

8. Hospital Ipoh on 29 Oct by Prof. Tan Hui Jan
9. Hospital Putrajaya on 7 Nov by Prof. Raymond

10. Hospital Sungai Buloh in Nov by Prof. Raymond

3. HLA-B*1502 issues
In conjunction with FDA alert on dangerous or even fatal skin reactions (Stevens Johnson syndrome and toxic epidermal necrolysis), that can be caused by carbamazepine therapy, ECM wrote a letter to DG Dato' Ismail Merican to urge the Ministry of Health to establish a taskforce to determine the prevalence of the  allele in the Malaysian population. DG has agreed to the set up of the task force

4. Consensus Guidelines on Epilepsy

The previous guidelines were published in 2005. ECM is identifying members and experts to update the guideline and hope to publish the new one in 2010.
5. Research in Epilepsy

a) QoL Survey

HUKM and UMMC were the two centres participating in the survey

b) Development of Registry for patients with epilepsy

Registry for Paediatric patients has recruited about 100 children. HUKM and UMMC are still compiling.
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